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STATUS INQUIRY AND 
RF f>flRST FOR SUPPLEMENTAl NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sin 

Moi^ than six months have passed since the Applicants paid the issue fee (on March 
1 7, 2005) in this case, and the patent has not yet issued. 

Formal Drawings were submitted in this appUcalion on January 3U 2002. A Notice 
of Allowance was mailed on December 22, 2004. The enclosed Notice of Allowability 
indicated that the drawings were accepted by the Examiner, On January 4, 2005, Applicants 
requested that the Examiner provide an indication that the references cited in the Information 
Disclosure Statement filed November 2, 2001 (IDS) had been considered. The IDS was 
resubmitted at that time. Applicants received an initialed IDS (com the Examiner on March 
17, 2005. Applicants received a Notice Regarding Drawings mailed March 15, 2005, which 
indicated that the drawings received September 2U 2001 were not accepuble (even though 
Applicants had submitted fotmal drawings on January 31 , 2002). Applicants paid the issue 
fee on March 1 7, 2005. and re-submitted the previously submitted formal drawings on March 
23. 2005. To date, the application has not yet issued. 

On November 15, 2005. Applicants called the USPTO Publications Branch, which 
indicated that the application was in the File Maintenance Facility waiting on action by the 
Examiner. 
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In response to your communication filed on /]_ 

□ 1. A Notice of Allowance for the above identified application was mailed on 



0 2. 

□ 3. 
4. 



The above identified application has been assigned a patent number and issue date. An 
issue notification will be mailed within weeks. 

The above identified application has been assigned a patent numbe 
and issue date . 

Your applcaion is located is currently located in 

Please call 703/571 tomake further inquires. 

If you have any questions, you may contact the Office of Patent Publication's Customer Service Office 
on or by facsimile on . 



Contact Representative, Customer 
Office of Patent Publication 




